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naked statues, its mirrored galleries, silver-lined rooms, and
decaying velvets, had the uninviting tawdriness of a mock
Versailles. It was not wohnlich, as Queen Victoria had
remarked when being shown over it in the previous year.

However, for the summer the New Palace was tolerable,
for the fine gardens, rather formal, offered tremendous scope
for a brilliant gardener such as was the Princess Royal,
while everyone agreed that the scent of the orange groves
on a warm summer evening compensated for all else. The
Princess soon satisfied herself that some of the smaller
upstairs rooms at the New Palace could be made fairly
homelike. She set to work with ardour to array them
plentifully with assorted pictures, photographs, samplers,
childhood souvenirs, cheap china, expensive china, glass
cabinets, plants, and screens; everything, in fact, to make
them look like her mother's rooms at Osborne and Windsor.

Chief nurse to Willy was Mrs. Hobbs. She had no especial
reason to hope for such an exalted appointment when she
came to Berlin, for her post then was only that of the Princess
Royal's personal maid. But, on the whole, the mother
considered the chief nurse's lack of knowledge of child
management to be an advantage, as she was the more ready
to fall in with the ideas of her mistress on all points. Perhaps
' Hobbsy' was the pleasantest element on the grown-up
side in William's childhood days. If she was stern, she was
so only because pressure was put upon her, and the pale
little boy with golden hair, who soon began to understand
that he was a peculiar case, had reason to regret the day when
he passed out of the hands of Georgiana Hobbs. English
theories of nursery management and hygiene were possibly
slightly more advanced than those of Prussia. They were
certainly at variance on a number of points. The Princess
adopted the English system. Her Prussian relations did not
approve, and she knew it. She had made another of her
mistakes. Everybody in Berlin, and most people outside
it who mattered, knew that the heir to the Throne of Prussia
was being brought up as an Englishman.

Early in the summer of 1859 she set out for England.